
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



I. HiftofU Plantarunt, /pedes kaftenus editas aliafyue in- 
fuper mult as noviter inventus & defcriptas completfens> &e, 
Autor e Joanne Rajo^Societateltegia. Tomus primus. Lon- 
dini, 1 686. Fol. Apud Henricum Faithorne K. S. Type- 

grapbum ; adlnfigne Rof* inCtemeterio D. Pauli. 

II. Philofopbi* Natter alis Principia Matbematica, Auforc 
If. Newton, Trin. Coll. Cantab. Soc. Mathefeos Profef- 
fore Lucafiano & Societatis Regalis Sodali. Londini. 4*0. 
Proftat apud plttres Ptibliopolas 



An Account of a Comet fern at Lipfick, Sept. i6%6. 
takgn from the Lipfick A&a Eruditomm for the 
Month of November tafl. 

THat Comets are fb frequently feen of late above 
what has been formerly obferved, happens rather 
from the diligence and number of thqie that now apply 
themfelves to the ftudy of the Coeieftial Motions,, than 
from any cafual concourle of thofe Bodies. Tliat this is 
fb, may be concluded from the five Comets, that in lefs 
than fix years, time have been feen to traverfe the Heavens, 
of which yet only the two firft ( viz,, thofe of 168 1 and 
1682) by reafbn of their long tailes were generally regard 
ed. That that appeared in July and Augufi 1683. was 
not, as I can hear, any where obferved in Prance. That 
that appeared in June 1 684 was no where elfe taken no- 
tice of but at Earn?: and now this of September 1686. we 
have no other account of, than this from Lipfick. The truth 
is, that where Comets are deftitute of a tayle and appear 
only like an obfeure hazie Scar, as thofeof 168 1 and 168^ 
didj> they that firft difeover them had need be well ac- 
quainted 



quainted with the Conftellations (which few People are,^ 
and muft look over the Heavens defignedly with grearat* 
tention, notwithftandirtg all which 'tis poflible for fuch 
obfcure Stars to pais by unfeen. 

This Comet was obferved at "Lipftck by the diligent and 
accurate Mr. Kjrck \ in whole Ephemerides for this year 
there is likewile a brief account thereof ; He faw it only 
twice, viz. on the Stb. and yth. of September ft. vet. 1686. 
and obferved it as follows. 

Sift, 8. 4b mane about day-break, he found the Comet 
in the Conftellatton of "Leo, to the right hand of the L«- 
eida in Lumhis a ( as. is conceived, for the Latin Copy is 
defe&ive in this place ) and refembling that Star in colour 
and magnitude, with a thin and fhort taile extended up- 
right. Over the Comet in the lame vertical! was the Star 
9 a of Bayer , or 2 1 Tychoni, diftant therefrom by. the Mi- 
crometer, exactly a degree ; and a Line drawn from the lu- 
cida inlumbii a to the Comet palled much about half a 
degree to the right hand of the faid & Leonis. The diftance 
of the Comet from Kegulus taken by a Radius was about 
17 gr. The next Morning, Sept. 9. the Comet appeared 
again obfeurer and more difficult to obferve than before, 
by reafon of the day-light : however, at -$h $3 m the di- 
ftance thereof from e a was found by the Micrometer 
2 . 2 3i w.and at 4/740 m. again igr. z<% w. To veri- 
fie the Times,, the Altitude of the Lucida in Lumhis a was 
Obferved ngr. icmin. at ^b.oSm.wane. A right Line 
drawn bv the Comet and the laid e Leonis towards /3 Leo- 
nis, or the the Lucida Colli, left that Star a little to the right 
hand. The following datys being Cloudy no more could 
be Obferved. 

This Comet was feen by a Country-maii,who firft gave 
notice therof, from the 6 / to the 12th of September ; the re- 
fult of whole Obiervations is, that the Comet was dire£t 
in motion, that it moved about H degree per diem, and 
that it fecmed rather to decreaie in Latitude. On the jth 
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of Septemb. it was about 24 min. diftant from Leonis,but 
its bearing therefrom is not fet down. From other parts 
it is faid to have been feen from the firft of Sepemher, but 
nothing obferved. 

N. B. That this Star 6 Lewis was then in ygr- 2 min. of 
ir? with North Latitude 9gr.\\\min. Whence at the time 
of the firft Obfervation it may be concluded that the Co- 
met was in 9gr. 55 of ijj with North Latitude 9 i^min 
And at the fecond Obfervation the Longitude of the Co- 
met will be found about ngr. 20 min. in m, with much 
the fame North Latitude as before. 

Thefe Obfervations being fb few , do fcarce iliffice to 
conclude any thing concerning the preceding or confe- 
quent motions of this Comet, which being near the Sun 
and ftill approaching him was fbon loft in his Beams. It 
may however ferve one day, when the Theory of Comets 
fhall attain its perfe&ion, to confirm an Hyfothefis, and 
help to afcertain the number of theft Heterogeneous Pia~ 
nets, whofe frequency makes in more than probable that 
they have their periodical returns, tho hitherto unknown. 
And that the Prophecy of Seneca, [ Erit qui demonfiret ali- 
quando in quibm Comet & partibus errent ', cur tarn feducti a re- 
liquis, quot quale/que Jint, ] is not wholly to be defpaired of, 
will fbon appear, from the accurate Theory of the Comet 
of J 68 f ,to be found in the incomparable Treatife of M. I/a- 
ac Newton, an account whereof is given at the end of this 
Tranfaction 
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